Parsons CDT Major Studio 2: Narrative 5201 – C

Characters 2.12.08

1. Roundup: structural strategies in Persepolis vs. Brackage

2. Present: group 4 presents Character from Abbott

3. Discuss: character

4. View: Miranda July’s Man on the Stairs (nbr.100403f.ra), Crean’s The Luminists, Szu- Hao Huang

5. due via email narrative analysis paper #1, formal / abstract subject

6. Design HW: story boards for portrait project for 10 minute presentations on 2.15

Persepolis

What is the purpose of the narrative?

Makes sense of her uncles narrative

Making sense of her own story

The family must never forget

What are some of the conflicts represented?

War story vs love story (master narratives)

Society (War) vs individual (inner struggle)

How are time and editing structured?

Ellipsis transition (diagetic time shorter than story time), vignette where family talks about bad things happening

Descriptive pauses (diagetic time longer than story time): narrative stops and narrator speaks, like when they decide to send her away and movement stops, or when she is infatuated with the grocery store

Shots outside time: street vendor warming his hands, dripping showers, phone on wall

What does animation style do for the story and the impact of the piece?

What does different styles of narration do for story (her narration, her fathers / uncles)

Brackage?

Why do you think he made his films? 

What are some of the conflicts represented?

How are time and editing structured?

What does the visual style do for the impact of the piece?
Character

Role in cause and effect

· existents: the central contents of narrative: characters, environment & action

· what is a character?: someone or something that performs an action
· Classical narrative assumes characters as causal agents

· What is their function to play key roles in cause / effect

· Characters want something, establish goals, push narrative

· Often opposing force embodied in another character
· Protagonist vs. antagonist: Dorothy and Wicked Witch
Descriptions

· What are adjectives you would use to describe a character?  

Major / minor (in terms of prominence in story), 

dynamic / static (whether they change or not)

flat / round ((few traits, no depth predictable vs. complex, surprising)

· Characterization: is how the character is depicted, all at once (block) or slowly

· Characters have traits (attitudes, skills, habits, tastes, desires, psychological drives) that play causal roles in story action
· Flat character: E.M. Forester term to refer to characters that have no depth. 
· Frequently found in comedy & melodrama, or other genre

· Characters some times conform to roles or type (ingénue, strong mother, evil child, stern father, good Samaritan, whimp, prostitute with a heart of gold, guy with a chip on his shoulder, the rebel)

Non fiction

· Are non-fictional characters real?  

1. Satre asked if any characters are real, just as there are no true stories.

2. Trying to write an autobiography without resorting to type:

3. Mary McCarthy wrote her autobiography Memories of a Catholic Girlhood (1957) with a series of addenda after each chapter that ‘corrected’ her resorting to type

4. Satre wrote his autobiography The Words (1964), giving an account of himself up to age 11, after which he was imprisoned by the notion that he could be a lead character in a masterplot.

5. Jenniecam.org

· Eponymous heroes: central figures who’s names is featured in the title (E.G Jane Eyre)

